
June 2013 NEWSLETTER
www.aabahouston.com

The Asian American Bar Association (AABA) of Houston is a voluntary organization of lawyers of Asian heritage or who have Asian

American interests, dedicated to promoting diversity within the legal profession and Houston community.

2013 OFFICERS
Alice C. Huang

President

Helene N. Dang

President-Elect

FosterQuan LLP

Clinton Yu

Vice President of Community Relations

Givens & Johnston PLLC

Eunice Song

Vice President of Development

Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP

Claire C. Le

Vice President of Membership

Bracewell & Giuliani LLP

Sharon Yin

Vice President of Programs

Lam, Lyn & Philip PC

Janine Yee

Secretary

Porter Hedges LLP

Erick Wang

Treasurer

DLA Piper (US)

DIRECTORS
Audrey Chang, Chair

Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Daniel H. Chen

Nguyen Jazrawi & Chen, PLLC

Todd E. Chen

Winstead PC

Vinh Ho

Boat People SOS

Jenny Hyun

Weingarten Realty Investors

Judith Kim

Axiom Global

Phillina Lai

BP America Production Company

Judy Y. Liu

CenterPoint Energy Service Company LLC

Joseph T. Tung

Law Office of Joseph Tung

AABA
WILLS CLINIC

TRAINING AND CLE
On Thursday, May 23, 2013, in anticipation of the annual Wills
Clinic to be held on June 29, 2013, the AABA held a Wills Clinic
Training and CLE for all volunteer lawyers at the offices of Porter
Hedges LLP. The Training and CLE featured a presentation by
Peter Bennett. Many thanks to Peter Bennett for his insight and to
Houston Volunteer Lawyers, Sharon Yin, and Clinton Yu for their
help in organizing the event. Special thanks to Porter Hedges for
hosting the Training and CLE and for providing lunch!
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Wills Clinic
* AABA * HVL * VN Teamwork * Boat People SOS *

The AABA, Houston Volunteer Lawyers, VN Teamwork, and Boat
People SOS are hosting the annual Wills Clinic to assist low-income
residents of the local Asian-American community.

Saturday, June 29, 2013
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM

VN Teamwork Center
11210 Bellaire Boulevard, #118

Houston, TX 77072

If you were unable to attend the Wills Clinic Training on May 23rd

but would like to prepare documents for the Clinic, please contact
Clinton Yu at cyu@givensjohnston.com or Sharon Yin at
SYin@llppc.com.

We are also in need of:

 Volunteer Witnesses

 Volunteer Translators (Vietnamese and Chinese)

Please contact Tyrone Lin at tyrone.lin@hvlp.org if you wish to
volunteer as a witness or translator.

Law students are welcome to be witnesses and translators!



AABA

MENTEE/MENTOR
SUMMER SOCIAL

Attention Mentees and Mentors: It’s time to celebrate
Summer with tapas and Latin music! Summer associates and

interns are also welcome!

WHEN:

Thursday, June 20, 2013
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

WHERE:

Batanga
908 Congress @ Travis
Houston, Texas 77002

This event is free!

RSVP at www.aabahouston.com by June 18, 2013.

Please contact Mentorship and Law School Relations Co-Chair
Melody Wang with questions at MWang@krcl.com.



SAVE THE DATE!

AABA Community Service at
The Houston Food Bank

The Houston Food Bank is a non-profit organization that distributes nutritious meals to hunger
relief charities throughout southeast Texas and needs volunteers to help with:

 Inspecting and sorting food for distribution
 Building boxes and bags of food for disaster relief, seniors, families, and kids

This is a family event, so please invite any able-bodied family (and friends) ages 8 and up to join us!

DATE:
Saturday, July 27, 2013

TIME:
Coffee & Snacks

7:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.

Orientation & Volunteer Work
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

PLACE:
535 Portwall

Houston, TX 77029

DRESS CODE:
Tennis shoes/closed toes shoes, jeans/shorts, t-shirts

*Parking is available in the front lot. Please enter through the double glass doors and check in at
the Welcome Desk.

RSVP at www.aabahouston.com by July 19, 2013.

For more information, contact Clinton Yu at cyu@givensjohnston.com.

































Join the National Conference of Vietnamese American Attorneys
at the Wynn Resort and Casino in Las Vegas

for its Seventh Annual Conference!

August 16-17, 2013

Breaking Barriers

Please visit www.ncvaa.org. for additional details regarding
the Conference and registration.



Job Opportunities
Current Department of Justice Attorney Vacancies

Please visit http://www.justice.gov/careers/legal/attvacancies.html for more information about
job vacancies.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Administrative Law Judge

The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM) has developed a new examination for the Administrative
Law Judge (ALJ) position. Soon, OPM will post a job opportunity announcement to accept applications to
take the ALJ examination. Once the examination cycle is complete and scores are processed, OPM will
terminate the existing ALJ register and replace it with a new ALJ register. Agencies may continue to request
certificates from the current register, and hire from those certificates, until the new ALJ register is
established.

A job opportunity announcement will be posted in the near future on OPM’s USAJOBS website at
https://opm.usajobs.gov. Individuals can conduct a search with the job title “Administrative Law Judge” to
locate the OPM job opportunity announcement when it is posted. All candidates on the current register must
reapply and complete the new examination to be placed on the new ALJ register and can be considered for
ALJ positions in the future. The announcement will provide full details about the application and the
examination process.

If you would like to publicize job opportunities, community news, or personal SIDEBAR news, please contact

AABA Secretary, Janine Yee, at jyee@porterhedges.com.



Get to Know an AABA MEMBER!

Name: John Lin

Firm: Duane Morris LLP

Practice Areas: Capital Markets, M&A

and Securities Law

If I weren’t an attorney, I would be . . . a GM of a Major League Baseball team or a writer

for Food & Wine.

The oddest food I have ever eaten has been . . . stir-fried grasshoppers somewhere in the

mountains of central Taiwan. They tasted like chips.

In my spare time, I enjoy . . . spending time with my wife and kids, going to sporting

events, trying new restaurants, competing in triathlons and other endurance sports.

If my life were a movie, it would be called . . . “The Guy with Not Enough Time!”

In my opinion, the best restaurant in Houston is . . . between Da Marco or Brennan’s.

The coolest store in Houston is . . . Costco. Not sure it’s the coolest, but we go there all the

time.

The sports team(s) I root for is/are . . . Texas Football, the Houston Astros (although it has

been trying the last few years), the Houston Texans and the Houston Rockets.

My favorite decade for music is the 80’s, and my favorite song is. . . Bizarre Love Triangle

– New Order.

My favorite quote is . . . “I’ve missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I’ve lost almost

300 games. 26 times, I’ve been trusted to take the game winning shot and missed. I’ve

failed over and over and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed.” – Michael Jordan

I recommend reading . . . “The Reason for God” – Tim Keller.

Most AABA members probably don’t know that . . . am addicted to Starbuck’s.



Get to Know an AABA MEMBER!

Name: Christina T. Le

Firm: Liu & Associates, PLLC

Practice Areas: Immigration Law

If I weren’t an attorney, I would be . . . a news reporter or run a non-profit organization.

My favorite (or fantasy) vacation is . . . taking a cruise or a vacation to a tropical location where I can

lie by the beach and relax.

In my spare time, I enjoy . . . catching upon on sleep (I’ve been sleep deprived for so many years),

watching t.v., and playing with my cat.

The best dessert (or other food) in the word is . . . I don’t have much of a sweet tooth, but I recently

tried the banana cream pie at Emeril’s, and it is one of the best desserts I’ve ever eaten.

My favorite movies are . . . “Ever After” A Cinderella Story” (She doesn’t need Prince Charming to

save her) and the Harry Potter movies.

In my opinion, the best restaurant in Houston is . . . Too many to pick from! I can highlight a few

that I love going to. Max’s Wine Dive for their mac and cheese and truffle chips. San Dong for their

dumplings. Quan Yin for vegetarian food.

The sports team(s) I root for is/are . . . College teams – Northwestern Wildcats and Texas Longhorns;

Professional basketball – Houston Rockets; Professional football – Houston Texans.

If I won the lottery, I would . . . take care of my family and friends and give to charity.

I recommend reading . . . . “A Soul’s Journey” by Peter Richelieu – it helped me through one of the

most difficult times in my life.

Most AABA members probably don’t know that I . . . have a black belt in karate.



Many thanks to our 2013 Major Underwriters!

Diamond Dragon Underwriter

Platinum Dragon Underwriters

Gold Dragon Underwriters



It’s that time of year again…
Renew your membership!

The AABA is accepting membership applications and renewals for 2013!

You may apply for membership online at www.aabahouston.com
or by completing and submitting the attached form and dues.

If you haven’t already applied for membership to the AABA, then you are missing
out on all the benefits of membership. Members of the AABA receive significant
discounts to all AABA events, as well as invitations to exclusive members-only
seminars and programs such as the annual Corporate Counsel Dinner and inclusion
in the Attorney Profiles Directory. Become an AABA member today, and gain
access to all of the networking, career enhancement, mentorship, and volunteer
opportunities and resources that the AABA has to offer!

Another terrific benefit of AABA membership is automatic membership in the
National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (“NAPABA”).

The welcomes the following
new and renewing members!

Joyce Chang, Texas Southern University Nisha Matthews
Chun Tien Nadine Chen, Duke University School of Law Thuh Nguyen, South Texas College of Law
Chrissy Choi, South Texas College of Law Jennifer Park, University of Houston Law Center
Betty Fung, University of Houston Law Center Anita Shahani, Law Office of Anita Shahani
Sung Kim, Texas Southern University Jonathan Viray, Texas Southern University
Edwin Lam, Law Office of W. Ohyan, P.L.L.C. Kusam Warsi, Texas Southern University
Christina Le, Liu & Associates, PLLC Hsiao Cheng Wu, Chevron
Catherine Lee, South Texas College of Law Paul Yin, Duke University School of Law



Asian American Bar Association of Houston
www.aabahouston.com 2013 Membership Application/Renewal

$50 General Member
$25 Public Interest Attorney
$25 Government Attorney • Judge
$25 Solo Practitioner
$0 Law Student • Retired Attorney • Transitional Attorney*

Bar Number and Jurisdiction

Last Name First Name

Employer

Address

City State ZIP

Office # Home #

Fax # E-Mail

Area(s) of Practice

Law School and Graduation Year

Language(s) Spoken

Would you like to receive the AABA Newsletter by E-Mail? Yes No

Would you like your business contact information published in the 2013 AABA Directory? Yes No

By completing this membership application, I hereby consent to the receipt of notice of meeting through electronic means.

Please give us any comments or programming suggestions you might have:

Please indicate any committees on which you would be interested in serving:

Gala Fundraising Programs Social/Networking Community Relations/Pro Bono

Solo and Small Firm Corporate Counsel Mentorship/Law School Relations

Make checks payable to AABA and submit application and fee to:

AABA
ATTN: Membership

P.O. Box 1554
Houston, TX 77251

Send any inquiries concerning AABA membership to
membership@aabahouston.com,

or contact Claire Le at (713) 221-1526.

*Transitional attorneys refer to those attorneys currently not employed.


