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2014 Annual Gala & Silent Auction 

Celebrating the AABA’s 30th Anniversary 
 

Keynote Speaker 
 

 
 

Sandra Leung 

General Counsel and Corporate Secretary of Bristol-Myers 

Squibb 

 

Master of Ceremonies 
Art Rascon 

Emmy award winning reporter, ABC-13 News 
 

Date, Time & Location 
Friday, September 5, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. 

Royal Sonesta Hotel – Houston 

 

 

Formal invitations and more details to come! 

 

Please see attached for more information regarding: 

 Corporate & Firm Underwriting 

 Judicial Sponsorship 

 Program Advertising 

 Ticket Reservations 

 

        

RSVP at aabahouston.com. 



 

 

 Asian American Bar Association 
www.aabahouston.com P.O. Box 1554 • Houston, Texas  77251 
 
C E L E B R A T I N G  3 0  Y E A R S  

 
 
OFFICERS 
 
Helene N. Dang 
President 
FosterQuan LLP 

Clinton Yu 
President-Elect 
Givens & Johnston PLLC 

Albert Liou 
Vice President of Community Relations 
Jones Day LLP  

Vice President of Development 

Eunice Song 
Vice President of Membership 
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP 

Chris Lee 
Vice President of Programs 
Superior Energy Services, Inc. 

Caroline Cho 
Secretary 
Rapfogel Law Firm PLLC 

David Hsu 
Treasurer 
Law Office of David Hsu Brogden  
 
 
DIRECTORS 

DIRECTORS 
Joyce Soliman, Chair  
Porter Hedges LLP 
 

Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

Daniel H. Chen 
Nguyen Jazrawi & Chen, PLLC 

Todd E. Chen 
Winstead PC  

Brad Chin 
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP 

Judith Kim 

Dynegy Inc. 

Phillina Lai 
BP America Production Company 

Phillip Lau 
Locke Lord LLP 

Judy Liu 
CenterPoint Energy, Inc. 
 
Joseph T. Tung 
Law Office of Joseph Tung 
 
Sharon Yin 
Lam, Lyn & Philip, P.C. 
 

 

 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

 The Asian American Bar Association of Houston (AABA) cordially invites 

you and your company to attend and underwrite our Gala & Silent Auction, which 

will be held at the Royal Sonesta in Houston, Texas on September 5, 2014. The 

Gala is the organization’s flagship event of the year and attracts over 400 guests and 

celebrates the extraordinary diversity of our city and state.  We are pleased to 

announce Sandra Leung, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary of Bristol-

Myers Squibb, as our special guest speaker commemorating our 30
th
 year. 

Celebrating three decades of success, the AABA is a voluntary association 

of attorneys, judges, and law students of Asian-Pacific heritage or who have 

interests in Houston’s Asian-Pacific community.  Founded in 1984, the AABA is 

Texas’ largest organization of lawyers advocating for Asian-Pacific American 

concerns, representing the interests of nearly 600 attorneys in the Greater Houston 

area.  In keeping with tradition, the AABA will donate a portion of the proceeds 

from its Gala  & Silent Auction to its charitable affiliate organization, the Asian 

American Bar Foundation, whose mission is to advance the participation of Asian-

Pacific Americans in all areas of legal practice, seeking to promote diversity in the 

legal community and to improve access to justice for all Texans.   

Past keynote speakers include The Honorable Wallace B. Jefferson, Chief 

Justice of the Supreme Court of Texas; The Honorable Julian Castro, Mayor of San 

Antonio, Texas; Tommy Shi, Chief Diversity Officer of Mercedes-Benz USA; The 

Honorable Bill White, former Mayor of the City of Houston; Cathy Lamboley, 

General Counsel of Shell Oil Company; Larry Tu, General Counsel of Dell, Inc.; 

Don Liu, General Counsel of Toll Brothers, Inc.; Texas Governor Rick Perry and 

more.   

Enclosed is information on becoming an underwriter. Your generous 

support of this year’s Gala & Silent Auction will help fund scholarships, grants and 

programs in furtherance of the AABA’s and the AABF’s missions.     

 Thank you for your consideration and continued commitment to diversity in 

our community.  We look forward to seeing you at the Gala.  

 

Sincerely, 

                                  
Janet Brown 

Co-Chair, Gala Committee 

CEVA Logistics 

Jennifer Fung 

Co-Chair, Gala Committee 

Rabie Law Firm LLP 

 
Sandy Huynh 

Co-Chair, Gala Committee 

Encore Capital Group Inc. 

 
Kate Suh 

Co-Chair, Gala Committee 

Norton Rose Fulbright 

 

Sandy Huynh 

Encore Capital Group, Inc. 

Audrey Chang 

July 22, 2014 
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ASIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION OF HOUSTON 
2014 GALA & SILENT AUCTION 

 

Royal Sonesta    September 5, 2014 

 
 DIAMOND DRAGON UNDERWRITER - $10,000 
  And Underwriter of the AABA 2014 Corporate Counsel Dinner 

 Ten tickets to the Gala, reserved table with underwriter placard 

 Six tickets to the VIP Reception preceding the Gala 

 Full page color advertisement in the printed Gala program 

 Logo display in the printed Gala program 

 Special mention and prominent logo display during the Gala dinner 

 Logo on the AABA website as a Diamond Dragon Underwriter 

 Underwriter recognition in all 2014 AABA monthly newsletters 

 Recognition as an Underwriter of the AABA 2014 Corporate Counsel Dinner 

 Six tickets to attend the AABA 2014 Corporate Counsel Dinner 
 

PLATINUM DRAGON UNDERWRITER - $7,500 
  And Underwriter of the AABA 2014 Corporate Counsel Dinner 

 Ten tickets to the Gala, reserved table with underwriter placard 

 Four tickets to the VIP Reception preceding the Gala 

 Half page black and white advertisement in the printed Gala program 

 Logo display in the printed Gala program 

 Special mention and prominent logo display during the Gala dinner 

 Logo on the AABA website as a Platinum Dragon Underwriter 

 Underwriter recognition in all 2014 AABA monthly newsletters 

 Recognition as an Underwriter of the AABA 2014 Corporate Counsel Dinner 

 Four tickets to attend the AABA 2014 Corporate Counsel Dinner 
 
 GOLD DRAGON UNDERWRITER - $5,000 

 Ten tickets to the Gala, reserved table with underwriter placard 

 Two tickets to the VIP Reception preceding the Gala 

 Logo display in the printed Gala program 

 Special mention and prominent logo display during the Gala dinner  

 Logo on the AABA website as a Gold Dragon Underwriter 

 Underwriter recognition in all 2014 AABA monthly newsletters 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 SILVER DRAGON UNDERWRITER - $3,500 

 Ten tickets to the Gala, reserved table 

 Special mention during the Gala dinner and slideshow 

 Logo display in the printed Gala program 
 

 BRONZE DRAGON UNDERWRITER - $2,500 

 Five tickets to the Gala 

 Special mention during the Gala dinner  
 

JUDICIAL SPONSORSHIP - $350 

 For current sitting members of the judiciary only 

 Two tickets to the Gala 

 Name printed in Gala program 

 Quarter page black and white advertisement in the printed Gala program 
 
 

All Underwriters for the Gala & Silent Auction are also named in the Gala program and in 
the Gala slideshow presentation, listed on the AABA website as an underwriter of the 
Gala, and included in all printed promotional materials for the Gala.   

 
We sincerely appreciate your support! 
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  ASIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION OF HOUSTON 
2014 GALA & SILENT AUCTION 

Royal Sonesta    September 5, 2014 
 

CORPORATE AND FIRM UNDERWRITER FORM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please return your completed form and check made payable to “AABA of Houston”  
by no later than August 1, 2014 to: 

 
Kate Suh at Fulbright & Jaworski LLP, 1301 McKinney, Suite 5100,  Houston, Texas 77010 

 

Questions?  Feel free to contact us at aaba.gala@gmail.com  

 
Underwriter Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip Code: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone:                        Facsimile: ____________________________ 
 
E-mail:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Please select your level of underwriting*:     
 
  _____ $10,000 Diamond Dragon Underwriter 
 
  _____ $7,500  Platinum Dragon Underwriter 
   
  _____ $5,000 Gold Dragon Underwriter 
   
  _____ $3,500 Silver Dragon Underwriter 
  
  _____ $2,500  Bronze Dragon Underwriter 
 
  _____ $350 Judicial Sponsorship** 
*The AABA of Houston is a tax-exempt organization.  However, contributions or gifts to the AABA of Houston are not tax 

deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes. 
**For current sitting members of the judiciary only. 



 

 

Thank you for your interest and support.  
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ASIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION OF HOUSTON 
2014 GALA & SILENT AUCTION 

 

Royal Sonesta    September 5, 2014 
 

If you or your company are interested in purchasing an advertisement in the 
2014 Gala & Silent Auction printed program, please complete the form below. 

 
THE DEADLINE TO PURCHASE AND SUBMIT AN ADVERTISEMENT IS AUGUST 1, 2014. 

 
PROGRAM ADVERTISEMENT FORM 

 
  
 Name of Advertiser:          
 
 Contact Name:                
      
 Mailing Address:             
 
 City/State/Zip Code:           
 
 Telephone:             Facsimile:       
     
 E-mail:            
 
 Please select the size of your advertisement: 
 
   Quarter page (4” x 5”) black & white advertisement    $250.00    
 
   Half page (8” x 5”) black & white advertisement      $500.00 
 
   Full page (8” x 11”) color advertisement   $1,000.00  
  
      TOTAL AMOUNT DUE: $    
 
 Please return this form and your check made payable to “AABA of Houston” to: 
    

Jennifer Fung at the Rabie Law Firm, LLP, P.O. Box 42245  Houston, Texas 77242 
 

- You will receive a confirmation of your sponsorship via email. 
- Advertisement content may be sent via e-mail. 
- Questions? Please contact us at aaba.gala@gmail.com. 
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ASIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION OF HOUSTON 
2014 GALA & SILENT AUCTION 

 

Royal Sonesta    September 5, 2014 
 

Advertisement Format Instructions 
 

 PDF (portable document format) or TIFF (tagged image file format) files are 
requested for all advertisement submissions.   

 Color advertisement files should be created using CMYK (cyan-magenta-yellow-black). 

 Preferred document format/application is Adobe Illustrator or Adobe Photoshop.  

Size Width Depth 

Full Page 8-1/2" 11" 

Half Page 
horizontal 

8-1/2" 5-1/2" 

Quarter Page 4-1/4" 5-1/2" 

 

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR AD AS A DIGITAL FILE  
BY NOT LATER THAN AUGUST 1, 2014 

      
TO: aaba.gala@gmail.com 

 
or by submitting the digital file on a CD and mailing it to: 

 
 

Jennifer Fung at the Rabie Law Firm, LLP, P.O. Box 42245  Houston, Texas 77242 
 

Questions?  Feel free to contact us at aaba.gala@gmail.com  
Thank you for your interest and support.  
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ASIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION OF HOUSTON 
2014 GALA & SILENT AUCTION 

 

Royal Sonesta    September 5, 2014 
 

TICKET RESERVATION FORM 
 

Tickets may be purchased on-line using PayPal at www.aabahouston.com. 
If paying by check, please use this form. 

 
THE DEADLINE TO PURCHASE TICKETS IS AUGUST 15, 2014. 

 
 Name:              
 
 Company/Law School:                        
        
 Mailing Address:             
 
 City/State/Zip Code:                                     
 
 Primary Phone:          Email:          
  
 Please indicate the number of tickets below:   
 

Law Student: $50   
 

AABA Member: $100 _____            Non-Member: $125 _____ 
 

 TOTAL AMOUNT DUE:  $    

 
 For nametag purposes, please list the name and affiliation (if any) of each attendee: 

 
              
     
              
 
              
     
 Please indicate whether a vegetarian meal is requested:      (# of vegetarian meals) 
 

 Please return your completed form and check made payable to “AABA of Houston”  
by no later than August 22, 2014 to: 

 
Kate Suh at Fulbright & Jaworski LLP, 1301 McKinney, Suite 5100,  Houston, Texas 77010 

 

 -  You will receive a confirmation of your ticket reservation via email.    
 -  Interested in joining the AABA? Membership forms are available at www.aabahouston.com. 
 -  Questions? Please contact us at aaba.gala@gmail.com.  Thank you for your support. 



 

 

 
Asian American Bar Foundation of Houston, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1351 

Houston, Texas 77252 

 

Community Organization Grant 

Community Organization Grant Guidelines 

2014 

 

The Asian American Bar Foundation of Houston, Inc. seeks to award up to 2 community 

organization grants to Texas-based charitable non-profit 501(c)(3) organizations whose 

pursuits will impact the Greater Houston Metropolitan Area by (1) expanding the scope 

of legal services available to the Asian American community; (2) increasing the number 

of Asian Americans working as lawyers or in legal services; (3) educating members of 

the Asian American community of their civil and legal rights; (4) stimulating legal 

discourse by and/or about Asian Americans, the Asian American cultures and Asian 

American communities; or (5) otherwise promoting the interests of Asian Americans. 

 

The 2014 AABF Community Organization Grant is a grant of up to $5,000 to a charitable 

non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that fulfills the aims described in the preceding 

paragraph.  The foregoing criteria may be weighed in any order as determined by the 

AABF.    Applicant organizations must be charitable non-profit 501(c)(3) organizations 

incorporated or formed under the laws of the State of Texas and/or otherwise demonstrate 

a substantial connection to the greater Houston metropolitan area.  Applicant 

organizations should submit application packages containing the following information to 

the Scholarship/Grant Committee: 

 

1. Name of applicant organization 

2. Contact information (name, address, telephone number, e-mail address) of applicant 

organization and representative of applicant organization 

3. Proof of 501(c)(3) status of the organization 

4. Copy of the mission statement (or, if no official mission statement exists, a statement 

of the primary purpose) of the applicant organization and information and materials 

about the applicant organization sufficient for the Scholarship/Grant Committee to 

understand the purpose of and activities conducted by the applicant organization 

5. Information regarding a few recent events held by the applicant organization, if any 

6. Description of and information relating to the program or event for which the grant 

funds are to be applied (the more detail, the better).  Please keep in mind that the 

AABF cannot fund programs or activities that are not in keeping with its mission; 

therefore, program and activity descriptions should be detailed enough for the AABF 

to discern whether it is within the AABF’s mission or guidelines.   
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7. Any other information that applicant organization desires to provide to assist in the 

application process 

8. Cover letter stating how a community organization grant will help the applicant 

organization to achieve AABF’s purposes listed above and serve the public interest 

 

The grant recipient will receive an award of up to $5,000 and a ticket for one of its 

representatives to attend the Asian American Bar Association of Houston’s annual gala, 

to be held September 5, 2014, where the grant will be presented.  The grant recipient is 

required to submit a final report no later than thirty (30) days after completion of the 

program or event that is supported by the grant funds explaining how the grant funds 

were used and the results of the program or event.  Failure to provide the report may 

jeopardize future grants to the recipient organization. 

 

Applicant organizations are advised to use these application guidelines as a reference and 

checklist to ensure that all necessary information is provided with the original application 

package.  The AABF Scholarship/Grant Committee may contact applicants if additional 

information is required, but the Scholarship/Grant Committee reserves the right to 

disqualify application packages from consideration if key information is not included.  

The AABF reserves the right to subdivide the grants or increase the number of grants in 

its sole discretion.  

 

Application packages must be postmarked no later than August 1, 2014, and mailed to the 

following address: 

 

Asian American Bar Foundation of Houston, Inc. 

Attn: Scholarship/Grant Committee 

P.O. Box 1351 

Houston, Texas 77252 

 

At this time, grant applications are not accepted by electronic mail unless approved by 

Catherine Than.  For additional information, please contact Catherine Than at 

cthan@aol.com. 

 



 

  

 
Asian American Bar Foundation of Houston, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1351 

Houston, Texas 77252 

 

2014 AABF Honorable Herbert W. Gee Memorial Scholarship 

Application Guidelines 

2014 

 

The Asian American Bar Foundation of Houston, Inc. seeks to award a $2,000 

scholarship in honor of the late Judge Herbert W. Gee, who was Associate Presiding 

Judge for the City of Houston Municipal Courts, a founding member and Past President 

of the Asian American Bar Association, and a recipient of the 2010 AABA Impact 

Award.  The 2014 AABF Honorable Herbert W. Gee Memorial Scholarship will be 

awarded to an individual applicant who best embodies the spirit of the late Judge Gee 

who (1) was dedicated to serving the public, (2) supported the Asian American 

community in the greater Houston area, and (3) exemplified intelligence, generosity and 

leadership in his everyday life.  The foregoing criteria may be weighed in any order as 

determined by the AABF.     

 

To be eligible, an applicant must be (1) a member of the AABA, (2) enrolled in an ABA-

accredited law school in Texas, and (3) intend to reside and seek employment in the 

greater Houston metropolitan area after graduation.  Applicants should submit application 

packages containing the following information to the Scholarship/Grant Committee, 

where applicable: 

 

1. Name of applicant 

2. Contact information (name, address, telephone number, e-mail address) 

3. Name of school 

4. School address and contact information for registrar’s office 

5. Degree sought 

6. Expected graduation date 

7. Copy of transcript, GPA and class rank (if available) or other proof of enrollment at 

an ABA-accredited law school in Texas 

8. Educational background 

9. Course work, clinics or other relevant extracurricular activities at current or previous 

schools relevant to AABF’s purposes listed above 

10. Employment history (if any) 

11. Employment experience relevant to the criteria listed above  

12. Community and volunteer experience relevant to criteria listed above 

13. Involvement with Asian American community relevant to criteria listed above 
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14. Leadership experience relevant to criteria listed above 

15. Independent research or publications relevant to criteria listed above 

16. Awards, honors, scholarships received 

17. Other activities, hobbies, skills, positions held in any organizations, etc. 

18. Any other information that applicant desires to provide to assist in the application 

process 

19. Cover letter stating how the applicant demonstrates or embodies the criteria set forth 

above 

 

The scholarship recipient will receive a $2,000 scholarship to help cover tuition and 

academic expenses and 1 ticket to the Asian American Bar Association of Houston’s 

annual gala, to be held September 5, 2014, where the scholarship will be presented.  The 

scholarship recipient is required to submit a final report at the following year updating the 

AABF on the status of the recipient’s studies and activities and how the scholarship has 

helped the recipient.   

 

Scholarship applicants are advised to use these application guidelines as a reference and 

checklist to ensure that all necessary information is provided with the original application 

package.  The AABF Scholarship/Grant Committee may contact applicants if additional 

information is required, but the Scholarship/Grant Committee reserves the right to 

disqualify application packages from consideration if key information is not included.  

The AABF reserves the right to subdivide the scholarship or increase the number of 

scholarships in its sole discretion. 

 

Application packages must be postmarked no later than August 1, 2014, and mailed to the 

following address: 

 

Asian American Bar Foundation of Houston, Inc. 

Attn: Scholarship/Grant Committee 

P.O. Box 1351 

Houston, Texas 77252 

 

At this time, grant applications are not accepted by electronic mail unless approved by 

Catherine Than.  For additional information, please contact Catherine Than at 

cthan@aol.com. 

 



OCA-Greater Houston 
“Embracing the Hopes and Aspirations of  

Asian Pacific Americans” 

OCA -Greater Houston  

B3 Asian American  

Leadership Forum 

Date:  August 15, 2014 

Time:  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Location:  United Way Greater Houston  

 50 Waugh, Houston, TX 77007 

Focus:  Leadership and Professional Development 

 to Maximize Career Potential 

Audience:  Asian American Professionals and Students

 http://aaleadership2014.eventbrite.com  

  (Space is limited so register early) 

FREE for full time college students (limit 20) 

Early Registration ($20) Deadline: August 1, 2014 

Regular Registration ($25) Deadline: August 22, 2014  

Door Registration ($30): August 24, 2014  

 Contact: cecil.fong@gmail.com  

Mentoring sessions for the  
following sectors: 

 

Mid Career Professionals 
 

Accounting / Finance 
Entrepreneur 

Legal 
Medical 

Scientist / Engineer 
 

FREE Coaching Sessions by 
Professional Coaches 

Silver Sponsor 

For Sponsorship information, please contact info@ocahouston.org 

9800 Town Park #142 

Houston, TX 77036 

Diamond Sponsor Collaborating Sponsor Silver Sponsor 

mailto:cecil.fong@gmail.com


 
 

 

Are you interested in understanding more about the energy industry and 
what it has to offer in Texas and abroad? Are you looking for opportunities 
to meet energy industry executives and other professionals? Do you want 
to learn more about LNG exports, particularly to Asia or the role of 
innovative technologies in transforming global relationships and creating 
jobs?  If so, register now for a one day forum  

 

Energizing Texas with AE2C 
Bridging American and Asian Talent, Resources and Commerce for 

Growth of the Energy Industry 

September 4 – 5, 2014 
Hilton Americas 
Houston, Texas 

 

Keynote address by Texas State Representative Gene Wu 

Topics to be addressed include the role of technology to boost economic growth, 
Asian American leadership in the energy and environment sectors, and the need for 
STEM in the 21st century workforce. 

Opening reception on Thursday, September 4 at 6:00 p.m. for registered attendees. 

 

Registration is FREE to all attendees but space is limited. 

www.ae2c.org/texas 

 

If you are attending from out of town, AE2C has negotiated a special rate with the 
Hilton Americas for a limited number of hotel rooms.  

Details and booking information can be found at 
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/AE2C 

http://www.ae2c.org/texas
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/AE2C


 
 

 

Energizing Texas with AE2C 
 Bridging American and Asian Talent, Resources and Commerce for 

Growth of the Energy Industry 

September 4 – 5, 2014 
Hilton Americas 
Houston, Texas 

================================================= 

Preliminary Program 

Thursday, September 4 

6:00 p.m.  Opening Reception (exhibits open) 

Friday, September 5 

7:00  Continental Breakfast (exhibits open) 

8:00 a.m.  Welcome 
  Premiere Sponsor remarks 
 
8:25 a.m. Opening Keynote Address  
   

o State Representative Gene Wu, Texas House of Representatives, District 137; 
Member, Committee on Energy Resources   

 
8:50 a.m.  Technology Boom: The role of Innovative Oil and Gas Technologies In Boosting 

Domestic Economic Growth, Transforming Global Relationships, and Creating 
High Quality American Jobs 

A distinguished panel of senior technology executives from the oil and gas industry and other experts 
will discuss how technological developments are boosting economic growth, creating jobs, and 
transforming global energy trade and international relations. 
 

Moderator:  Pramod Kulkarni, Editor in Chief, World Oil Magazine  
 

Speakers:  
o Dr. Matthew A. Franchek, Director of Subsea Engineering, Professor of Mechanical 

Engineering, University of Houston 
o Nagaraj Srinivasan, Vice President, Halliburton 
o Ashok Belani, Executive Vice President, Technology, Schlumberger Ltd. (Invited) 
o Phiroze Darukhanawala, CTO, BP (Invited) 
o Rustom Mody, Vice President, Technology, Baker Hughes (Invited) 
o Sanjaya Sood, Vice President, Transocean (Invited) 



 
 

 
10:00 a.m. Break (exhibits open) 
 
 

10:15 a.m. Addressing STEM Challenges in the Texas Energy Workforce 

This panel of academics, industry and community leaders will outline educational and skills needs in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) fields that are critical to the 21st century energy 
workforce in Texas. Panelists will discuss how Asian Americans can provide leadership in tackling 
STEM challenges. 
 
 Moderator: Jennifer Kim, Principal, Kaleidoscope Consultants LLC; Former Council  
   Member, City of Austin 
 Speakers: 
 

o Dr. Bonnie Dunbar, Head, University of Houston STEM Center, M.D. Anderson Professor 
and Director of Aerospace Engineering; Former Astronaut on Challenger, Columbia, 
Atlantis, and Endeavor Space Shuttles  

o Dr. Richard Tapia, Rice University, Director, Center for Excellence and Equity in 
Education 

 
 
11:15 a.m. Leadership 2030: Finding and cultivating the next generation of Asian American 

leaders in Energy, the Environment and Commerce 

Over the next 15 years, today's young professionals will begin to shoulder leadership responsibilities in 
public and private sector organizations of all shapes and sizes. This panel/keynote will feature 
successful leaders from government and the private sectors who blend Asian and American values and 
leadership styles to address global challenges. 
 
 Moderator:  Miya Shay, News Reporter, KTRK ABC 13 
 
 Speakers: 
 

o Dr. Lisa Li, Principle Reservoir Advisor, Gulf of Mexico, Baker Hughes; Former President, 
Chinese American Petroleum Association 

o Dr. Wynne Chin, Professor of Decision & Information Sciences, UH Bauer College of 
Business 

   
 

12:30 p.m. Sponsored Lunch and exhibit  

  



 
 

 

2:00 p.m.  LNG Exports to Asia: Growth and investment opportunities for America's natural 
gas sector 

A confluence of geo-political events, concerns about carbon emissions in emerging economies and the 
U.S. hydraulic fracturing successes have heighted interest  in exporting America's liquefied natural gas 
globally, in particular to Asia. This panel will look at the evolving regulatory environment, market 
dynamics and infrastructure developments that will influence execution of pending projects. 

Moderator: Jimmy Rhee, Former Assistant Secretary of Commerce, Commonwealth of 
Virginia, AE2C Board Member 

 
Speakers: 

o Patricia Outtrim, Vice President, Government and Regulatory Affairs, Cheniere 
Energy 

o Osaka Gas Energy America (Invited) 
 

 
 
3:00 p.m. Innovation or Disruption: How new ventures are reshaping the energy sector in 

Texas 

A panel of leading venture capitalists, entrepreneurs and strategic investors will discuss how innovators 
are creating, investing in and bringing new innovations in products, services and business models to 
the energy marketplace in Texas. Panelists will discuss the unique role that Asia plays as an enabler 
of, investor in and competitor in the energy technology space. 

Moderator: Brett Perlman, President, Vector Advisors; Former Commissioner, Public Utility 
  Commission of Texas  
Speakers: 

o Ann E. Banks, Chief Operating Officer, Summit Power 
o Kirk Coburn, Founder & Managing Director, SURGE Accelerator 
o Dr. Allen Jacobson, Director, Texas Center for Superconductivity at the University 

of Houston (Invited) 
  
 
4:15  Endnote Address – Robert Gee, President, AE2C 
 
4:45 Adjourn 
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The Filipino Young Professionals of Houston 
FUTURE YOUNG PROFESSIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS 

2014 Application Guidelines 
 

The Filipino Young Professionals of Houston (“FYP”) is looking to award 
Future Young Professional Academic Scholarships to candidates that best represent our 
mission of fostering unity, culture, friendship, networking, and philanthropy within our 
community. 
 
To be eligible, an applicant must be: 
 

a) A Spring 2014 graduate from a high school in the city of Houston or 
surrounding area; 

b) Applying/have applied for Fall 2014 admission to an institute of higher 
learning; and 

c) Of Filipino descent and/or involved in a Filipino organization. 
 
OR 
 

a) A Fall 2014 full-time post-secondary student (junior college, college, 
etc.) classified as a sophomore (second year); 

b) Graduated from a high school in the city of Houston or surrounding area; 
and 

c) Of Filipino descent and/or involved in a Filipino organization. 
 

The top two college freshman applicants will be awarded in the amounts of $500 
and $300 respectively. And the top college sophomore applicant will be awarded $200. 
The scholarship awards are to be spent on living and/or academic expenses relating to 
and/or arising from attending post-secondary education. 
 

Scholarship applicants are advised to use these application guidelines as a 
reference and checklist to ensure that all necessary information is provided with the 
original package. The FYP Scholarship Review Board may contact applicants if additional 
information is required, but reserves the right to disqualify application packages from 
consideration if key information is not included or if guidelines are not followed. The 
FYP Scholarship Review Board also reserves the right to subdivide the scholarship or 
increase the number of scholarships in its sole discretion. 
 
SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS:  Completed applications and essays must be 
electronically mailed to both the Youth Outreach Co-chairs, Kristin-Jo Mabulac at 
kmabulac@gmail.com and Ashley San Miguel at ashsanmiguel@gmail.com, no 
later than 11pm CST, Friday, September 26, 2014. Scholarship winners will be 
announced in November 2014.   
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The Filipino Young Professionals of Houston 

2014 FUTURE YOUNG PROFESSIONAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Name:  ____________________________ Gender:  ________ DOB:  ________ 
 
Please check all that apply to you:   
� Of Filipino Descent  
� Involved with this Filipino Organization: ____________________________________ 
� Spring 2014 High School Graduate � Fall 2014 Full-Time Post-Secondary Student 
 
Address:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  ________________ Email:  ____________________________ 
 
High School:  __________________________ GPA:  _________ out of _______ 
 
College you are/will be attending:  ____________________________________ 
 
Other organizations you are involved with and leadership position(s) held: 
  
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Volunteer/community events you have participated in and/or organized:   
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
A short statement describing your financial need:  ________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Please complete the essay below, typed, double-spaced, and in 700-900 words: 

 
Which Filipino food dish best describes your journey through high school and 

why? You may also include the preparation, cooking process, and ingredients in 
your answer. 
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The Filipino Young Professionals of Houston 

FUTURE YOUNG PROFESSIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
2014 Conflict of Interest Statement 

 
 The Scholarship Candidate must disclose to FYP in writing any and all actual or 
potential conflicts of interest, including but not limited to those listed below, which may 
compromise the integrity of the scholarship. 
 
 FYP may, in its sole discretion, refuse to accept any application, or cancel a 
scholarship award, where an actual or perceived conflict of interest exists. 
 
Potential conflicts of interest include, but are not limited to the following: 
 

 Candidate is a close familial relative (spouse, parent, child, sibling, grandparent, 
grandchild, niece, nephew, or first cousin) of an FYP Executive Board Member; 

 Candidate solicits or provides any compensation or other consideration in 
exchange for the scholarship award; 

 Candidate engages in any conduct that may reflect negatively upon FYP. 
 
The FYP Executive Board Members: 
 

POSITION NAME 
President Juvie Cruz 

Vice President Laya Castilla Saludares 
Treasurer Benedict Castro 
Secretary Carlajean Dumlao 

Community Service Chairs Anj Guevarra & Pete Prieto 
Youth Outreach Chairs Kristin-Jo Mabulac & Ashley San Miguel 

Membership Chairs Lacole Spraggins & Derick Mendoza 
Cultural Heritage Chairs Mylene Supan & Victorina Piccio 

Historian Chair Aubrey Garibay 
Fil-Am Community Chair Auggie Ocampo 
Media/Webmaster Chair Joy Gailan 

Fundraising Chair Lily Leal 
 
In the space provided below, please provide any actual or potential conflicts of interest. 
If there are none, please state “No Conflict”. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

Check Out the 2014 Advancing Justice Conference Website! 

 

 

The 2014 Advancing Justice Conference website is live! 

 
Hosted by Asian Americans Advancing Justice, the Advancing Justice Conference is the premier 
national social justice conference advancing solutions and showcasing opportunities for Asian 

Americans and Pacific Islanders. 
 

This year's theme is Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders Standing Together for Racial Justice. 
The conference will include workshops on organizing and movement building, critical policy 

issues, and a special focus on underserved populations within the AAPI community. 
 

Stay tuned -- over the next few weeks we'll fill you in on our plenaries, workshops, and speakers! 
 

Conference registration is now open! Travel stipends are available for those seeking financial 
support to attend the conference. For more information, please visit the conference website. 

 
You can also follow us on Twitter or Facebook for even more updates. 

 
We look forward to having you join us at the 

Washington Hilton Hotel in Washington, DC, on September 25-26th! 
 

The 2014 Advancing Justice Conference is made possible with support from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation's America Healing initiative and other generous sponsors. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gwU7gWIwlxZUPpQHBAqCJdr_UjrcmDQRGx4RhsSCG2wPEG3UmH0iaK5_7y_LL44XENsxEWri3T83BH5sNSU-XzWwqlANcjpzFXLGQwG7zBCtfgv_mAL8jYkQZizIVMNvxIkuzCo-VIehm6H7GY5NbowiFxMehD7wIe-1FwwnOJ3r08hjfa9ueJDtxfPm5iq9EcpKw7MHbPRO4hF_Oin_LfXg-lwjkjRQAASrA-Q7N9KAcHUMOfBKhxLHW8hTZSSmHQOsZKA7N7ge2XCRCJ2NGo6OZfeGrPjIuQ0leYjUo7drzNl-mwY3lVFPlmfdR9aY2J5Dz01EhTDtnidmXvWdyGZpNrJNNBXwx1KMyJf8-GMd-_AKsRUDB-akkPxa3fAK-yHDS1Mtg2vCz5F_pEcPy6VsvBiNuwo5&c=Bj-UBv3K0muC6JgtUgnRptBoM3G7cWwiT5NgG8II9XjAWPy71KztrQ==&ch=Sq4qmieDdWUUt7olNjBUotN4ab5tpDd9c_6oRGcxaD-VGZahovmLVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gwU7gWIwlxZUPpQHBAqCJdr_UjrcmDQRGx4RhsSCG2wPEG3UmH0iaK5_7y_LL44XENsxEWri3T83BH5sNSU-XzWwqlANcjpzFXLGQwG7zBCtfgv_mAL8jYkQZizIVMNvxIkuzCo-VIehm6H7GY5NbowiFxMehD7wIe-1FwwnOJ3r08hjfa9ueJDtxfPm5iq9EcpKw7MHbPRO4hF_Oin_LfXg-lwjkjRQAASrA-Q7N9KAcHUMOfBKhxLHW8hTZSSmHQOsZKA7N7ge2XCRCJ2NGo6OZfeGrPjIuQ0leYjUo7drzNl-mwY3lVFPlmfdR9aY2J5Dz01EhTDtnidmXvWdyGZpNrJNNBXwx1KMyJf8-GMd-_AKsRUDB-akkPxa3fAK-yHDS1Mtg2vCz5F_pEcPy6VsvBiNuwo5&c=Bj-UBv3K0muC6JgtUgnRptBoM3G7cWwiT5NgG8II9XjAWPy71KztrQ==&ch=Sq4qmieDdWUUt7olNjBUotN4ab5tpDd9c_6oRGcxaD-VGZahovmLVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gwU7gWIwlxZUPpQHBAqCJdr_UjrcmDQRGx4RhsSCG2wPEG3UmH0iaK5_7y_LL44XJWIUQ5zRxs6nwo5Mr0YxqIuntQZQi7cRVssy1ydqMiNE4UIF5wEEAzitPv9J5YnSZ8sgUW6E8SUCAoKKWFuz2jQ-6NfcgTpeXPMwDG2zHh4iFKFKRlMrsg==&c=Bj-UBv3K0muC6JgtUgnRptBoM3G7cWwiT5NgG8II9XjAWPy71KztrQ==&ch=Sq4qmieDdWUUt7olNjBUotN4ab5tpDd9c_6oRGcxaD-VGZahovmLVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gwU7gWIwlxZUPpQHBAqCJdr_UjrcmDQRGx4RhsSCG2wPEG3UmH0iaPBUJppZUQuy1oSUanXcbJSe5s51GgO8901-Rgws_3pj68-XRsDUJeIZWNzKqNr0QbVuAjVd6M4tB1pJhSwd_vPKS1YufkwIlY_M-ahwbBWfp_JSsYmV_AdO--teWgDSknaayUVNUFizzrLkoSJR1RBT2Qc2ZAaH2g==&c=Bj-UBv3K0muC6JgtUgnRptBoM3G7cWwiT5NgG8II9XjAWPy71KztrQ==&ch=Sq4qmieDdWUUt7olNjBUotN4ab5tpDd9c_6oRGcxaD-VGZahovmLVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gwU7gWIwlxZUPpQHBAqCJdr_UjrcmDQRGx4RhsSCG2wPEG3UmH0iaK5_7y_LL44XENsxEWri3T83BH5sNSU-XzWwqlANcjpzFXLGQwG7zBCtfgv_mAL8jYkQZizIVMNvxIkuzCo-VIehm6H7GY5NbowiFxMehD7wIe-1FwwnOJ3r08hjfa9ueJDtxfPm5iq9EcpKw7MHbPRO4hF_Oin_LfXg-lwjkjRQAASrA-Q7N9KAcHUMOfBKhxLHW8hTZSSmHQOsZKA7N7ge2XCRCJ2NGo6OZfeGrPjIuQ0leYjUo7drzNl-mwY3lVFPlmfdR9aY2J5Dz01EhTDtnidmXvWdyGZpNrJNNBXwx1KMyJf8-GMd-_AKsRUDB-akkPxa3fAK-yHDS1Mtg2vCz5F_pEcPy6VsvBiNuwo5&c=Bj-UBv3K0muC6JgtUgnRptBoM3G7cWwiT5NgG8II9XjAWPy71KztrQ==&ch=Sq4qmieDdWUUt7olNjBUotN4ab5tpDd9c_6oRGcxaD-VGZahovmLVA==


 

 

 

 

 
 

If you have any questions regarding the website or the conference itself, please email 
events@advancingjustice-aajc.org. 

 
 

 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice (www.advancingjustice.org) works to promote a fair and equitable society for all by 

working for civil and human rights and empowering Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders, and other underserved communities. We 
comprise Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC (www.advancingjustice-aajc.org), Asian Americans Advancing Justice | Asian 
Law Caucus (www.advancingjustice-alc.org), Asian Americans Advancing Justice | Chicago (www.advancingjustice-chicago.org), 

Asian Americans Advancing Justice | Los Angeles (www.advancingjustice-la.org). 
 

Follow us on: 
 

 

 
 

 SIDEBAR NEWS 

 
 

mailto:events@advancingjustice-aajc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0010AM22RyekTuVd1H4RYjPiFhURuZmRMF1ASJFzJVFGuTzm4KtZUDYWMWe2a7EImDqZdkrB7tyUlCYgBVl31RkRCCWhg7nvI3oFUPT8IToYjhH7dndDJP0we1i_xgpz3zP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0010AM22RyekTvy0Zr74EdQXsi06-XGExsVQENUHYrjTXU6wyjMa3aP_Yca6CPsszE6ONQsNBzDtJ-fmp11SVPm7PT-2WX5fYfwoqEhYdKobBlvaW23pzhPTGagnSaarPoRJd1Qh9MsTfw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0010AM22RyekTuT7h4oRl6nc7OpVcRRf2g0jdgCYt_bEtdXuiuD4ruAwCmtUHsWmz4v-OQyKejlr9ReYF_LyBpk1wXBJzSAHCH07SgFWhGeNrKPvmbDwIIXSM3gNQ_jPVI_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0010AM22RyekTvwFJDb1VHfEbgcHNL-xn3TMzjetTAE2jey2uIHxG2Bq_c_VLN0-n-toEMuy86nJh-2TNAcecACvRYHn2M4QfhleDncfK-zlgCwQNOMwq8fgA5UFIAresWNzjdhSfFDxb4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0010AM22RyekTuC7ZW6EPtDh1S8aIA2YS7rbxCxJuTz_fdYrJ6G5bPd1xU2dXh1xAAA1F335CkeAenB65tcPpXVwwJcgSAc5TDF8RFCihoNYS87-svW5bSbeAMlEXHqj-Nr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gwU7gWIwlxZUPpQHBAqCJdr_UjrcmDQRGx4RhsSCG2wPEG3UmH0iaK5_7y_LL44X4VwLmhhP2mNycJIV6mRAJP9wF_6MdHAPfF46dABxvV9m3TqyhlO01od7ojbPWWXRHSi2MmzQhwacmDgqSLYuICUwDCLune55Z1JSmpuFSDNgaABWAK41QJYIhWMw3e8PzITwY5ae7z9OYHKK0aY7-SQxYDet-Fp1lCWqi4ywu-IX268ydbHdXFEURk5WQrCz4cjBP3JIL0Bb4L_1uoZeujvk-c9pPKz69--vGffjIuOt4sNywLrILm9YFdpv9s0Zj-jecRCBAT2PUIICH2jiF7H3f_YiNSlJ0Zc3fnSD52MekIJYsjEqkxXIZe5iOUzcCh9jgplQlXqyBJCc0ss54w==&c=Bj-UBv3K0muC6JgtUgnRptBoM3G7cWwiT5NgG8II9XjAWPy71KztrQ==&ch=Sq4qmieDdWUUt7olNjBUotN4ab5tpDd9c_6oRGcxaD-VGZahovmLVA==
https://www.facebook.com/advancingjusticeaajc
https://twitter.com/AAAJ_AAJC


 

 

 

                                                
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

Get to Know an AABA MEMBER! 

 

 

Name:   Faisal Charania 
 

Firm/Company:  Prime 

Communications 
 

Practice Areas of Interest: 

Mergers & Acquisitions; Commercial 

Transactions; Corporate Law; Real Estate 

 

If I weren’t an attorney, I’d try to be . . .   an archaeologist.  

The oddest food I have ever eaten has been . . .   is it weird I read the question to say “oldest” food 

ever eaten?  Because that would have been back in my college days… 

 

In my spare time, I enjoy . . .  being active; community service; and travel.  

 

If my life were a movie, it would be called . . . Faisal’s Excellent Adventure.  

 

In my opinion, the best restaurant in Houston is . . . Uchi.  

 

The coolest store in Houston  . . . the AT&T store @ 4920 San Felipe (or any of our other locations!) 
 

The sports team(s) I root for is . . . Rockets, Cowboys (sorry), Barcelona FC.  

My favorite decade for music is the 70’s, and my favorite song is . . .    Bad Moon Rising 

(although it was technically released in 1969).  

 

My favorite quote is . . .   “Carpe Diem.” 

I recommend reading . . .  A Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich.  

Most AABA members probably don’t know that  . . . I am a massive fan of parmesan cheese! 

 

  



 

 

 

  

Get to Know an AABA MEMBER! 

 

 

Name:   Annie Kwan 
 

Firm/Company:   

Haynes and Boone LLP 
 

Practice Areas of Interest: 

 Energy and Energy Finance 

 

If I weren’t an attorney, I’d try to be . . . a professional minimalist blogger. 

The oddest food I have ever eaten has been . . .  pig brain.  

In my spare time, I enjoy . . .  spending time with my family, organizing, watching movies, 

minimalizing and thrifting. 
 

If my life were a movie, it would be called . . .  Suits: Energy Associates. 

 

In my opinion, the best restaurant in Houston is . . . Backstreet Cafe. 

 

The coolest store in Houston  . . .  Goodwill (River Oaks location). 
 

The sports team(s) I root for is . . . anything local, such as Astros, Rockets, Texans (even though it’s 

heartbreaking). 
 

My favorite decade for music is the 90’s, and my favorite song is . . .     Closing Time – SemiSonic. 
 

My favorite quote is . . .    “Mini cupcakes, as in the mini version of regular cupcakes, which is 

already a mini version of cake?  Honestly, where does it end with you people?” – Kevin from the 

Office. 
 

I recommend reading . . .  Game of Thrones while simultaneously watching the show.  They both 

supplement and complement each other. 

Most AABA members probably don’t know that  . . . I joined the AABA! 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  

 

Many thanks to our 2014 Major Underwriters! 
 

 

Diamond Dragon Underwriter 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Gold Dragon Underwriters 
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