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2018 Kickoff Meeting & Dinner 

On January 25th, members of the AABA gathered for food and drinks at 
Izakaya to kick off the new year.  Our new officers, led by President Sang Shin, 
introduced the AABA’s latest initiative to increase the organization’s visibility 
in the greater Houston Asian-American community.   In starting a new tradition 
in the AABA, 2018 will be a theme year: “A Voice for the Asian-American 
Community.” 

Thank you to our 2018 Social Committee Chair Jackie Coleman, our Vice 
President of Membership Minnie Tsai, and our other Social Committee Co-
Chairs  for organizing a very successful kickoff and dinner! 

A Voice for the Asian-American Community 
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The AABA sends special thanks to our 2017-2018 underwriters:  

Renew your membership . . . 

As the new year is upon us, it’s time to renew your membership to the AABA.  
Membership renewal forms are attached to this newsletter and should be e-mailed 
to the Vice President of Membership, Minnie Tsai at minnie.tsai@gmail.com. 

Members have access to all of the mentoring, networking, volunteer opportunities, 
and career resources that the AABA has to offer. 

And expand your network! 
Another benefit of your 2018 membership in the AABA is a free affiliate 
membership to the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA), 
valid through December 31, 2018. As an affiliate member, you are eligible to vote 
and serve as a member of NAPABAʹs Board of Governors and NAPABA 
Committees and may take advantage of all the other benefits to which NAPABAʹs 
individual members are entitled. 

If your 2018 AABA membership dues are up to date, you may join or renew your 
NAPABA membership online, at http://www.napaba.org/general/login.asp.  

Email Minnie Tsai at minnie.tsai@gmail.com to obtain the 2018 NAPABA 
membership code. 

Upcoming Events 

• Lunar New Year Dim Sum Celebration 
Saturday, February 17 from 11 am—1 pm  
Fungs Kitchen, 7320 Southwest Fwy #115, Houston, Texas 77074 

• HBA Law Day Poster Workshop Featuring Judge R.K. Sandill 
Friday, February 23 from 3:30 pm—6:30 pm  
Chinese Community Center, 9800 Town Park, Houston, Texas 77036 

• South Texas College of Law Houston APALSA Lunar New Year Celebration 
Thursday, February 15, 2018 from 6:00 pm—9:00 pm 
1303 San Jacinto Street, Houston, Texas 77002 

• Mentorship Kickoff Event 
March — Details to follow! 
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Exciting Changes in 2018 

To build upon the AABA’s current network and community, the organization 
has several exciting changes for the 2018 bar year: 

• The creation of a Community Service & Pro Bono Committee which will, 
with the assistance of our VP of Community Relations, broaden the 
organization’s reach inside and outside the legal field.  The committee will 
also work closely with the AABF to identify and serve new communities 
and needs. 

• The creation of an Outreach Committee which will, with the assistance of 
our Secretary, reconnect with our past members to harness the full breadth 
of knowledge, experience, and history of the Asian-American legal 
community. 

• The renovation of the AABA’s website and membership portal which will 
allow members to track their individual membership expiration dates, 
update their contact information, and RSVP for events. 

Job Openings 

• Contract attorney 

Downtown Houston law firm seeks recent graduates (0-2 yrs) with an 
interest in title examination to assist with a Texas project.  Completion of 
the Texas Oil, Gas and Land Titles Class at STCL, or previous landman 
experience is a plus.  Projected duration of the project is 4 months.  Hourly 
rate $35 - $65.  Email resumes to careers@kmwenergylaw.com. 

• Legislative Attorney  

Congressional Research Service, American Law Division seeks an attorney 
to analyze legal questions that emerge from the work of Congress related 
to administrative law in particular and American public law generally. 
This is a non-litigating position emphasizing qualifications and interest in 
legal research and writing in a public service legislative context.  
Interested applicants must apply online http://www.loc.gov/crsinfo/.  

• Harris County District Courts Tax Masters 

Full information and application is attached, courtesy of Judge Kristen 
Hawkins. 

Save the Date!  
23rd Annual Conference for the Asian Pacific Interest Section 

of the State Bar of Texas 
April 26-27, 2018 

Visit www.TexasAPIS.org for more information 

mailto:careers@kmwenergylaw.com�
http://www.loc.gov/crsinfo/�


          Asian American Bar Association of Houston 
 www.aabahouston.com 2017 Membership Application/Renewal 

       
        

 $60 General Member 
 $30  Public Interest Attorney 
 $30  Government Attorney • Judge  
 $30  Solo Practitioner  
 $30  First Time New Members 
 $0 Law Student • Retired Attorney • Transitional Attorney* 

 
Bar Number and Jurisdiction                

Last Name          First Name          

Employer                
 
Address                 
 
City             State      ZIP       

Office #            Home #         

Fax #            E-Mail         

Area(s) of Practice               

Law School and Graduation Year             
 
Language(s) Spoken              
 
Would you like to receive the AABA Newsletter by E-Mail?       Yes      No 
 
Would you like your business contact information listed in the 2017 AABA Online Directory?       Yes       No 
 
By completing this membership application, I hereby consent to the receipt of notice of meeting through 
electronic means.      
 
Please give us any comments or programming suggestions you might have:        
 
                  
 
Please indicate any committees on which you would be interested in serving: 

 
 Gala/Silent Auction     Social       Mentorship/Law School Relations   Community Service/Pro Bono   

 Solo and Small Firm       Corporate Counsel       Technology/Social Media   
 

Make checks payable to AABA and submit application and fee to: 
 

AABA 
ATTN: Membership 

P.O. Box 1554 
Houston, Texas 77251 

 
Send any inquiries concerning AABA membership to  

VP of Membership Janet Brown at Janet.Brown@Cevalogistics.com. 
 

You may also apply and pay online at www.aabahouston.com 
 
 
 
*Transitional attorneys refer to those attorneys currently not employed.  



Grades K-8th  Welcome
Chinese Community Center
9800 Town Park Houston, TX 77036
_________________________

_______________

Guest Speaker: __________________________________
Contest Theme: The Separation of Powers: Framework for Freedom

Cash Prize Awarded to top Winners in City of Houston
Poster materials, art supplies, and pizza will be provided

For more information, contact 
Nickie Tran

AABA – VP Community Relations
ntran@porterhedges.com

2018 Law Day Poster Contest Workshop

Houston Bar Association  



		

 

APALSA’S  Lunar New Year  Celebration 

Located at:  
South Texas College of Law Houston  

Atrium 
1303 San Jacinto Street 
 Houston, TX 77002 

 

When: 
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Thursday, February 15, 2018  
 

Guest speakers:  
Gene Wu, Texas House of Representatives 
Kate Suh, United States Attorney’s Office 

 
The Asian Pacific American Law Students 

Association is excited to present the 2018 Lunar 
New Year Celebration, Year of the Dog! We 

cordially invite you and any guests to join us for 
traditional Asian dishes, a drawing for prizes, 

renowned speakers, and amazing cultural 
performances! 

 
Downtown Houston offers free street parking after 

6:00 pm.  



ASIAN PACIFIC
INTEREST SECTION
State Bar of Texas

APIS



February  9 -10

HOUSTON

bit . ly /apaics -houston

APAICS

LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

APAICS is a national non-partisan, 

nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 

dedicated to promoting Asian 

Pacific American participation and 

representation at all levels of the 

political process, from community 

service to elected office. 

The APAICS Regional Leadership 

Academy is a two-day leadership 

training and policy summit for 

Asian American and Pacific 

Islander (AAPI) community stake 

holders and those seeking to run 

for elected office at all levels 

across the country. 

What is APAICS? Regional Leadership Academy
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Job Announcement 

Job Title: Tax Master – Harris County Civil District Courts 

Division Harris County Civil District Courts 

Reports To: Administrative District Judge – Civil Trial Division 

FLSA Status: Independent Contractor—Not a Harris County employee 

Salary: Compensation of $50 for each case disposed.  No benefits. 

Part-Time More than 15 hours a week, but less than full time.  Includes hearings, 

voluminous document review and preparation of reports for civil district 

courts. 

Closing Date: March 1, 2018 

 

SUMMARY:   

Texas Property Tax Code Section 33.71 authorizes courts to refer delinquent ad valorem tax 
cases to a special master. Since 1984 the Harris County Civil District Court Judges have 
appointed two attorneys to serve as special masters (tax masters) for delinquent tax suits. 
Currently 20 out of 24 civil district courts refer their delinquent tax cases to tax court. Tax 
courts do not handle tax-valuation cases.  

Tax masters handle all pre-trial matters in both jury and non-jury cases and the trial of non-jury 
cases. The majority of cases heard in tax court are defaults, and the work involves a substantial 
volume of document review.  

Tax masters should expect to devote more than fifteen hours a week to tax court, including 
one day a week conducting hearings.  

 

ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:   

(1) Tax masters are expected to participate in the Attorney Ad Litem CLE presented by the 
civil district courts and Houston Bar Association that provides training for attorneys to 
be included in the Harris County attorney-ad-litem list. 

(2) Tax masters handle all pre-trial matters in both jury and non-jury cases and the trial of 
non-jury cases. The majority of cases heard in tax court are defaults, and the work 
involves a substantial volume of document review.  

(3) Tax Master’s duties also include: 

 regulating the proceedings in every hearing before the master and taking all 
measures necessary or proper for the efficient performance of duties under the 
order; 

 requiring the production of evidence upon all matters; 
 ruling upon the admissibility of evidence; 
 swearing in and examining witnesses;  
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 calling the parties to the action and examining them upon oath; 
 assuring citation is properly issued and served; 
 reviewing and recommending motions for alternate service; 
 reviewing, hearing, and recommending relief requested in various motions; 
 reviewing and recommending the appointment of attorneys ad litem when 

defendants are served by posting; 
 reviewing evidence submitted during non-jury trials and default-judgment 

hearings, including written reports filed by attorneys ad litem;  
 reviewing and recommending orders proposed by parties for sufficiency and 

accuracy;  
 preparing recommendations to the district court for final judgments;  
 conducting post-judgment proceedings, including motions for new trial, motions 

for judgment nunc pro tunc, and motions for the disbursement of tax sale 
proceeds from the court registry.  
 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

Tax masters may maintain a private practice that does not conflict with their position. Tax 
masters are bound by the Judicial Code of Conduct, the Disciplinary Rules of Professional 
Conduct governing practicing attorneys, and the constitutional and statutory limits on holding 
more than one civil office of emolument.  



 

NOTICE 
 

The Board of Judges trying Civil Cases in Harris County is accepting applications 
for appointment as tax master. 

 

TERM:  Two masters will be appointed from July 1, 2018 through December 31, 
2019.   

 

HOW TO APPLY:  Application forms may be obtained from the Harris County 
District Courts’ website http://www.justex.net  

 

Return completed applications by March 1, 2018, 5:00 pm to  

 

Administrative Office of the Harris County District Courts  

Harris County Civil Courthouse 

201 Caroline 

17th Floor, Room 1760 

Houston, Texas 77002  

 

or by email to: melissa_love@justex.net 

 

 

http://www.justex.net/


TAX MASTER APPLICATION 

Application due  March 1, 2018 

 

Deliver to:   Clay Bowman 

Administrative Office of the District Courts 

201 Caroline 

17th Floor, Room 1760 

Houston, Texas 77002  

 

Or by email to: melissa_love@justex.net 

 

1. Name:     ______________________________________ 

2. Address:    ______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

3. Telephone:    (____) _____________ 

4. Email address:   ______________________________________ 

5. Texas State Bar Number:  ______________________________________ 

6. Year Licensed:    ___________________ 

7. Has your license to practice law ever been revoked or suspended? If “yes”, please explain 

fully; attach additional pages if necessary. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________  

8. Have you ever been placed on probation by the state Bar of Texas? If “yes”, please explain 

fully; attach additional pages if necessary.  

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________  



9. Have you attended the Attorney Ad Litem CLE seminar? If “yes”, state which years you 

attended and whether you are currently on the AAL list:     

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Describe your experience in Tax Court:  

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________  

11. What other information about your practice experience suits you to serve as Tax Master? 

Please attach additional pages, if needed. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________  

12. Please attach a current resume. 

 

 

 

 

 

Unsworn Declaration 

My name is ______________________________, my date of birth is _______________, 

and my address is stated above. I declare under penalty of perjury that the information contained 

in the foregoing application is true and correct. 

 

Dated: ___________________________, 20__ 

 

______________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant 
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